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Mass Incarceration and Private Prison
Mass incarceration is a problem in the United States as the population of prisoners continues to rise causing huge congestion in the correctional facilities across the country. However, institutions and people have blamed each other for the failure of effectively performing correctional facilities and the problems associated with it such as high cost of operations and congestion. Some people have tried to explain that private prisons have helped to reduce the problems that are associated with mass incarceration. On the other hand, another faction believes that emergence of the private prisons has escalated the problem of mass incarceration. This essay seeks to understand the intense relationship between mass incarceration and private prisons in the United States. Even though people believe that the war on crime in the United States has fuelled the rapid expansion of private prisons which have increasingly resulted in the number of people being incarcerated, but it is easy to undermine the role the private prisons have played in elevating the burden of high cost and decongestion of the public prisons.
Overview of the Private Correctional Institutions
The United States is known to be the country in the world with the largest private prisons, with more than 1.5 million prisoners shared between public and private prisons (Gotsch & Vinay  1). According to the authors, both state and federal prisons, by 2016 were operating about 8.5% of the above-mentioned population (Gotsch & Vinay 1). About 73% of the population is managed across various privately-managed facilities. The rest are managed by local governments. Furthermore, between 2000 and 2016, researchers have shown that the number of prisoners held in private prisons increased by five times faster than the country’s total population (Gotsch & Vinay 1). No one would want to hear this, but it is the truth as facts from the federal government and state-managed prisons reveal these unbelievable statistics.  
Private Prisons are not to Blame for Scourging Mass Incarceration 
Despite opposition from a faction of people who believe that private prisons have been part of the mass incarceration problem in the United States, research studies seem to suggest otherwise. As Aviram explains, anyone who wants to find something to blame on the problems the justice system faces, especially mass incarceration issues, it is easy to find one because there are numerous targets, rapidly developing private prisons being one of them (3). According to Aviram, more than 2.2 million people are held in different prisons across the United States. Statistics show that 1 in every 100,000 American citizens is more likely to be imprisoned (Aviram 3). The number of people being incarcerated started rising in the 1980s as states and the local prisoner population started increasing (Aviram 3). It is estimated that between 1980 and 2012, the number of prisoners across the United States increased by 344% (Aviram 4). This created an opportunity for individual entrepreneurs who wanted to benefit from the situation as well as assist elevate the looming disaster of congestion in the public prisons.
The fact that private prisons emerged in the United States is not that bad as some faction of people put it. The potential benefits that the rapid development of private prisons has resulted in the United States are immense and would not be easy to avoid. Private prisons exist to help the government-run and manage the criminal justice system effectively. Even though some people may not agree with it, but the high number of prisoners suggests that private prisons can be an easy scapegoat for someone who wants to find something to blame on the problems in the criminal justice system. It is easy to see it that way because of the kind of economy that exists in the United States. The capitalist system has created an opportunity for privately owned institutions to continue making profits at the expense of human values. It is easy to blame the rising number of private prisons on the problem of mass incarceration following the fact that these institutions started propping up when the number of prisoners started increasing. According to Gotsch and Vinay the number of people incarcerated in privately owned and run prisons increased by 47% between 2000 and 2016 (2). This is the period that the number of prisoners increased significantly in the United States. Therefore, it would be easier to blame the problem of emerging private prisons. 
However, this does not mean that crime stopped. An increase in crime rate is what has resulted in an increment in the number of prisoners in prisons, whether in publicly owned or privately owned correctional institutions. Data from the prison policy website shows that no one is imprisoned or jailed for doing nothing. People in jail or prisons must have done something to warrant them going there. For example, most state prisons hold more than 713,000 people on violent crimes, more than 200,000 on property crimes, and another 191,000 on drug trafficking crimes (Sawyer & Peter 2). Therefore, the situation in the United State prisons is complex and would not be easy to understand without facts like this presented here. It is important to look at the dynamics that revolved around the incarceration in the United States before blaming the whole problem entirely on private prisons. However, this also does not mean that the factions of people who blame the privately managed prisons as part of the mass incarceration problem are wrong.
For those who blame private prisons on mass incarceration problem, these institutions exist only to profit. According to Merchand, some sections of those who oppose private prisons including key politicians like Senator Elizabeth Warren have started an initiative to end private imprisonment (2). Senator Warren called the private prisons as “for-profit facilities” that have only existed to profit even though the public prisons outnumbered the private prisons (Merchand 1). The issue of ending private imprisonment has taken a center stage in the current presidential campaigns with the potential Democrat candidate and former vice president, Joe Biden vowing to end the private imprisonment system.
Furthermore, private prisons have also been blamed on the moral failure and economic issues facing Americans. According to Shapiro, research has shown that mass incarceration in the United States provided a massive windfall for one special interest group, the privately managed prisons (1). Shapiro further highlights how mass incarceration problem is related to the growing private prisons and the damage this causes to the criminal justice system as a whole. For example, the rising number of people getting incarcerated is propelled by the fact that numerous private prisons can hold them. According to Shapiro, this denies a huge number of people their liberty for parole or probation (2). Furthermore, the rising number of prisons is also increasing the government’s expenditure on running the correctional facilities.
 All these are problems that private prisons have created and have resulted from mass incarceration. It may be true, but one cannot examine it from one perspective only; that mass incarceration has created opportunities for private prisons. It is obvious that private sectors are up for profit and nothing else, but they have also significantly assisted to avert a looming disaster of congestion in the prisons. The United States deals with a high number of prisoners because the rate of crime is equally high. The incarceration rate depends on the rate of crime. However, once the convicts are arrested and prosecuted, they need to be placed somewhere to undergo their incarceration or serve their sentences. However, as Aviram further explains, with these competing ideologies continuing to play out in the public as it has in the current presidential campaigns, the outcome would destroy the criminal justice system (16). There is a need to end unregulated private correctional institutions, whose primary motive as Senator Warren has termed it, is to profit, instead of blaming the private prisons for the mass incarceration issue. These institutions, if managed and regulated properly, can be the solution to mass incarceration in the country.
In conclusion, mass incarceration is a problem not only in the United States but across the world. The United States has been able to stand out among other nations because of the large population of its people in prisons. Private prisons have been blamed for the mass incarceration because a section of unregulated prisons chooses to benefit from it; thus, denying many Americans their liberty for parole and probation. However, this study has shown that correctional facilities in the United States involve a complex system of challenges that cannot be entirely understood by examining one aspect. But, as the prison population continues to increase, mass incarceration becomes an essential function of dealing with the crime rate and public safety in the United States.
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